
Summary of OLOS Town Hall Meeting   

September 19, 2015 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 

Fr. Vinnie began the meeting with a brief reflection, thanking parishioners for their warm welcome since 

June 1st and reminding everyone that he is the Temporary Administrator of our parish.  There is no 

definite timetable for OLOS to reenter another collaborative, though that continues to be the intent of 

the Archdiocese.  

Ann Marie Rosa, co-Chair of the PPC (Parish Pastoral Council) then explained the Town Hall format:  

Reviewing events between the last Town Hall Meeting and this one, Prayer Service, remarks from the 

Staff and PFC (Parish Finance Council) Chair, Ann Marie interviewing Fr. Vinnie on the questions and 

issues on everyone’s mind, and time for remaining Q&A and comments from everyone. 

Review of Recent History: 

Ann Marie provided an overview of the events that occurred between the Town Hall held in March 2015 

with Fr. Chip Hines, pastor of the Matthew 13 Catholic Collaborative and the decision by the 

Archdiocese to remove Our Lady of Sorrows from the Collaborative and appoint Fr. Vinnie as Temporary 

Administrator on June 1st.  She explained how the Archdiocese listened to the OLOS parishioners who 

reached out to them and how the Archdiocese took the issues seriously. 

Prayer: 

Fr. Vinnie expressed his desire to help our community move ahead and led us in a reflection and 

symbolic letting go of the past year, concluding with short recollection of how he was asked to become 

our Administrator. 

Staff: 

Mary Herx-Morrill, Acting Director of Faith Formation, gave an overview of the current programs being 

offered.  She reiterated the Staff’s decision to move forward with stability and continuity in our 

programming in order to allow for “the dust to settle”.  The PreK through Grade 5 program continues to 

be offered between the two Masses, from 9:30 am – 10:30 am.  The Middle School program continues 

to be offered on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, once per month, in the same format with Small 

Group Facilitators.  Future events include the Parish Mission, January 30 and 31, 2016 and the start of 

the Rice Bowl project on February 7, 2016.  Mary closed by offering a brief reflection on the beauty of 

OLOS being blessed with the gift of having found a strong voice.  As parishioners embrace their gifts of 

advocating for themselves, they also might pray about who else could benefit from OLOS joining them 

as advocates and partners through service opportunities and other activities.  

Teresa Coda, Youth Ministry Coordinator, shared her desire to expand service opportunities in the 

future and thanked parishioners for their warm welcome since her arrival in August.  She will be 

continuing the work of our former Youth Ministry Director, Kerry Payson, using the program Kerry 



created, in keeping with the Staff decision to maintain stability this year.  Constant evaluation and 

examination of how the Confirmation I and II programs and Service Trips are running will take place. 

Interview of Fr. Vinnie: 

Ann Marie asked Fr. Vinnie if we may call him Pastor, rather than Temporary Administrator.  Given his 

understanding that a Pastor is a faithful shepherd, Fr. Vinnie answered that we can consider him as a 

Pastor, but technically we need to remember that he is a Temporary Administrator. 

Ann Marie asked Fr. Vinnie if there are any plans to bring back the 7:30 am Sunday Mass.  Given that 

changing mass times would affect the timing of Faith Formation classes, which have already begun, and 

scheduled speakers, Fr. Vinnie asked for patience and said that he and the Staff will be examining this 

question next June. 

When asked about our financial picture, Fr. Vinnie called upon Jim Spoto, Chair of the PFC, to come 

forward.  Jim gave a brief description of his background and mentioned how painful his decision to 

resign during the Collaborative was.  He is proud of his work in building transparency and establishing 

better communication avenues.  Jim pointed out that the Annual Report can be found on our website 

(www:olossharon.org). 

Jim explained that during the Collaborative, OLOS expenses went up.  As our expenses went up, our 

weekly offertory went down by 14%.  We lost about a third of our “rainy day” savings, roughly $140,000.   

Jim is hopeful that giving will increase.    He would like to see people financially support OLOS in creating 

a bright future.  Jim encouraged everyone to read the Annual Report and to ask him questions. 

Ann Marie asked Fr. Vinnie to speak about deacons at OLOS.  Deacon Mike is still here, as the Retired 

Deacon and Fr. Vinnie has been approached by two deacons who have newly moved to the area.  The 

Archdiocese makes the final determination where the deacons will be placed.  Fr. Vinnie does not know 

when assignments will be given. 

When asked what kind of support he is getting from the Archdiocese, Fr. Vinnie responded that he has 

been contacted by and met with both Fr. Kiely and Fr. Culloty.   Fr. Vinnie also gave an update about the 

search for a Music Director, explaining that the job description has been posted recently and he hopes 

to have someone in place relatively soon.  He has heard requests for developing a Children’s Choir and 

Teen Choir and knows how important music is to OLOS parishioners. 

When asked to share what ideas or themes he would like to see OLOS focus on as a community, Fr. 

Vinnie remarked that we have to be serious about our work and ministry but still have fun. 

Along those lines, Ann Marie announced the reconstitution of the PPC and some of its membership: 

John Glancy, Mike Jaillet, Leo Bernotas, Nigel Timothy, Carol Roberto and Ann Marie Rosa.  Several 

parishioners have expressed interest in joining the PPC and self-nominations have been put forward. 

At this point, Ann Marie opened up discussion to the wider audience.  Parishioners were asked to share 

what they might like to experience from their parish as well as to ask questions:  



Given past success and our need to reinvigorate our community, hosting House Parties was suggested. 

Could we consider the possibility of adopting a person or family fleeing war-torn Syria? 

How do we bring back those who left during the Collaborative? (Fr. Vinnie responded that this is work 

for all of us to do, together). 

An invitation was extended for parishioners to attend the Wednesday AM Bible Study class. 

Fr. Vinnie assured parishioners that he is living in the OLOS rectory. 

The need to cultivate future leadership among the younger generation of parishioners was expressed. 

A proposal was made to continue having Town Hall Meetings as a way for the parish to unite, stay 

informed and share ideas or concerns. 

Affirmation that we are a singing community was given.  Hopes that music can help transport us from 

our daily lives into the sacred space of liturgy were expressed in a proposal to lengthen the number of 

verses we sing, especially at the Entrance and Dismissal. 

A suggestion was made that parishioners who expressed their concerns regarding the Collaborative to 

the Archdiocese should make sure to also communicate their thanks for being listened to and for the 

appointment of Fr. Vinnie to OLOS. 

Ann Marie assured the group that the PPC would consider all these suggestions and would brainstorm 

on additional ideas to strengthen our faith and social community.  

Fr. Vinnie ended the evening by thanking all staff: Mary Herx-Morrill , Teresa Coda, Fabiola Aguilera, 

Silvia Dudziak, Deacon Mike Iwanowicz, Chris Muldoon, and Claire Ramsbottom, and concluded with a 

prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


